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When i n Romeé Ask for

As students come to the library asking for help in finding a book on the library shelves, I like to tell
them the Library of Congress call number system is as easy as the Jackson 5 song ABC, 123 Fol-
low the lettersd A...B...C..., then the numbers 1..2..3. But finding a book in even a small library like
Mont Alto is not as easy for novice library users as librarians may assume, as | discovered earlier
this summer while conducting research in Italy.

The Italian National Library in Rome occupies a beautiful modern building, with glass walls enclos-
ing subject libraries along a sunny corridor. Each of these subject libraries has carefully organized
collections, helpful librarians, and the universally familiar online catalog. As inviting as this setting
was, | suddenly found myself identifying with our students back at Mont Alto.

After an initial interview with three very nice librarians and a tour of the humanities library, | began
my research. Breezing along, with my newly printed blue Biblioteca nazionaleentralelibrary card

in hand, I purposefully ignored the urge to hit the inglesebutton on the online catalog, proud of my
growing Italian vocabulary. | quickly found the title of the book | wanted, noted its location, and
dutifully wrote down the call number. Then I confidently strode over to look for the book. But as |
tried to relate the call number written on my paper to the shelving system, I found myself at first
puzzled, then completely befuddled. | wandered aimlessly among the stacks, feeling dumber by the
minute. | quickly realized my little research boat was dead in the water, sails unfurled, with not a
hint of a breeze in sight. Try as | mi ght ,
locate the book | wanted. Suddenly, | understood how students feel when confronted with finding a
book | abeled fADG915.23.L15C56 2008.0 Those
bers and letters when viewed by a novice library patron.

Then | remembered the advice | usually give students in library orientation sessions and ASKED
FOR HELP. In the end I never knew where the book had been hiding, because the librarian told me
to wait there and disappeared. About five minutes later, she reappeared with the book in hand. Now
I empathize with students wandering around the library with slips of paper scrawled with call num-
bers, trying to make sense of the puzzling Library of Congress classification system. Those numbers
and | etters ar eABG, t123buepairmelexgmplasof teshnical priifaets ceeated by
librarians to make sense of the printed world. Try as we might to explain our system to users, those
call numbers might as well be encrypted computer code to most patrons. So, when you find yourself
wandering around the library looking for resources, ASK! We can help!

Alica White
Head Librarian
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Pizza will be provided.

Please RSVP at least one
day in advance by
contacting the library.

AWoul d yol
work in the
library

this seme
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Did You Know About é

é.these helpful reszgoigo%ﬂegrﬁtg ||ur§hymeselssmr:d
Ref works, CQ Resear™ ere Lafy tha wilpinclude

Access World News, and Contemporary an mtroductlon to a selected research tool
Womenaéds | ssues ? along with a short demonstration.

See page 5 for dates and times.

RefWorks

Join us each month to lean about a new
research tool. Once a month during the

NewsBank...

a world/of information

Student Workers Enhance the Library

i ke. . . . .
\;Vould yo% Ilketto 9vork in the campus library ~ Our dedicated student workers provide valu-

this semester? We are looking for some able services to the campus library by per-

more dedicated, hard-working students. Eve-  forming circulation duties and assisting wher-

ning and weekend shifts will be required. ever they may be needed. Shelving books and
ster?o0 periodicals, checking in interlibrary loan

To apply for work, please stop by the Circu- items, and performing special projects are a

lation Desk and ask for Peggy Angelovich, or  few of the tasks these capable students

call 717-749-6182 or email Peggy at perform.

mkall@psu.edu. Preference will be given to
students in the work study program.

Vi ew PSUOG 4aWe®alinebdrono k
1890.

Past editions of L aViditheyearbPoksatn St at eds VYear
book are now available to be viewed online.  www.libraries.psu.edu/digital/lavie/

Using original publications, the online ver-  Yearbooks after 2000 are available in the library.
sion of La Vie, 1890-2000, allows users to
turn back the page on their history, their
parents' antics, their grandparents' legacies,
and relive the best moments of their lives.

The yearbooks are among the most fre-
quently utilized resource volumes in the
University Libraries.



http://www.libraries.psu.edu/digital/lavie/

:
A New Look @ the Library

Stop by to see the improvements made to the library
entrance over the summer. We now have a new cir-
culation desk and information desk to go with our
fresh paint and more colorful carpet. We have also
added several round tables and new lighting near
the windows where students can relax, work, or i
meet with friends. The recent changes provide more |
useable space and replace outdated furniture with a
more efficient design.

Wii Games & DVD Collection

Thanks to the Student Activity Fee we are Also be sure to make use of our very popular e 9
now able to offer a variety of Wii games for DVD collection which is also supported by the
students to check out. student activity fee.

FREE for one week, then $3 a day. Stop by DVDs are FREE for one week, then $1 a day.
the library to see what is available. A list of all DVD titles can be found on the
library website.

2 Databases Every Student Needs to Know

When searching for articles most studentsare ~ Access World News (Newsbank)
glad to learn about these two research data-

bases. Access these from the library webpage W :
by clicking on Articles & Databases by subjectiif™

y - For newspaper articles, this is the place to go.
PrOQUQSI' Here you can search the archives of over
4,000 local, national, and international news-
papers. This includes national newspapers like
the Washington Post & New York Times and
local newspapers such as the Public Opinion,
Record Herald, Evening Sun, & Patriot-News.

ProQuest contains articles from over 5,000 of
the most popular periodicals (magazines &
research journals). Begin your research in any
topic here.
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Read About ol ce Cream

Penn State University Libraries announce "Ice  ginning, the growth of State College and the
Cream U: the story of the nation's most success- campus, to its current status as an internation-

ful collegiate creamery," by Lee Stout (right). ally respected center for education and re-
searchd and of course provider of delicious
In Ice Cream U, Stout concentrates on one of ice cream.

Penn State's most popular destinations as well as
the nation's oldest and most successful creamery. il ce Cr eam U0 may be b
Librarian Emeritus Stout, who spent twenty- library or copies may be purchased at the

seven years as Penn State University Archivist, —campus bookstore. -

adds his intimate knowledge of Penn State his-
tory to a wealth of old and new photos to pro-
duce a visually spectacular and interesting book.

He tells the story of the Creamery's modest be-

Services For Faculty

The two library services most frequently re- Course Reserves Contact Peggy Angelovich,
quested by faculty are course related library  mkall@psu.edu, ext. 6182, to place articles

instruction and course reserves. and books on print or electronic course reserve.
Please provide complete bibliographic citation
Library Instruction : Contact Tom Reins- for materials and follow copyright guidelines.

felder (tirl5@psu.edu, ext. 6041) or Lisa

White (acw3@psu.edu, ext. 6044) to arrange

library or research instruction for classes. For other library services for faculty visit the
Please remember that the content, length of Penn State Mont Alto Library on the web.
time, and place of instruction can be designed

to best suit specific course needs.

Library Staff

Alica "Lisa" White, Head Librarian Peggy Angelovich, Library Supervisor
acw3@psu.edu mkall@psu.edu

717-749-6044 717-749-6182

Tom Reinsfelder, Reference Librarian Danuta Miaskiewicz, Library Assistant
tirl5@psu.edu dzm13@psu.edu

717-749-6041 717-749-6042

Need help? Just ASK!
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Library Workshops:
What's Available? How Do | Find It?

Fall 2009

Learn about the PSU library system and how to locate books and articles on all topics. Discover which
resources can save you time and lead to better information.

Each session will cover library basics and we will answer your questions.
Dates are listed below (other times available by appt.)

PAWS sessions are in bold

September 2009

I ntro. To the PSU Library Systemééeéé. ééeééWwWgd

,,,,,,,,,,,,

October 2009
I ntro. To the PSU Library Systemééééé. . éééagM
Did you know? Access World News( cur rent , historical, & intl. nefws
I ntro. To the PSU Library Systemééééé. éééé Mo
November 2009

Did You Know? CQ Researcheré ¢ ¢ é ¢ é ¢ ééé. ¢ ¢ééééé. Friday 11/ 13

,,,,,

I ntro. To the PSU Library Systeméé. . éééééWeg

December 2009

Did YouKnow? Cont emporary &omeadsédé ssuBlsursday 12/ 1




