
 
 
Psych 238 – Introduction to Personality Psychology 
Amy E. Rustic, Reference Librarian, Blissell Library, Penn State New Kensington 
Have Questions? 
Contact me  
Email: aer123@psu.edu 
Phone: 724.334.6072 
AIM: Newkenlib or AmyIsSewCrafty (Chat via IM directly through the library homepage) 
Facebook 
 
Webpages to know:  

University Libraries:    www.libraries.psu.edu/psul.html 

Blissell Library Homepage (PSNK)  www.libraries.psu.edu/psul/newkensington.html 
 
Psychology Research Guide  www.libraries.psu.edu/psul/researchguides/edupsych/psychgen.html 

 

PsychINFO – The most prominent database is the field of Psychology.  

 

 

For literature searches, it’s most effective to use subject terms, or descriptors, in order to view articles related to your topic. Find 

descriptors using the thesaurs.  Use the SEARCH TOOLS tab to access the Thesaurus. 

 

 

Start your searches 

using the Advanced 

Search screen.  

Try searching for your topic in the 

Thesaurus. My term was not found, but the 

closest terms were listed. If you don’t find 

your term, try searching the Alphabetical 

or Rotated index, in “select display.” 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Request items not available online via Interlibrary Loan (ILL).   

After choosing the closest term, 

Environmental Effects, I’m 

taken to the term, and given the 

definition, in addition to the 

narrower (more refined) and 

related terms.  

After finding your terms 

in the thesaurus, re do 

your search specifying 

that your search terms 

are Descriptors, using 

the drop down box.  

Descriptors are listed on the 

search results page, allowing 

you to find articles that are 

related to the same topic. 

Clicking on a descriptor will find 

all other articles in the database 

on the same topic.  

Click on Get It to 

access articles not in 

the database.  


