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To: ALA/ALCTS/CCS Committee on Cataloging: Description and Access 

From: Kevin M. Randall, ALA/ALCTS/SS Liaison 

Re: Proposal to correct example in AACR2 12.3G1, Change in numbering 
 

Background and rationale 

In the fifth example under AACR2 12.3G1, Change in numbering, the closing designation for a 
sequence of numbering is incomplete.  The example omits the series numbering part of the 
designation, and looks rather AACR1 in form.  While all examples should be correct, the 
example in question is the only place in 12.3 showing both the beginning and ending 
designations for a numbering sequence involving series numbering.  Although it is not explicitly 
stated anywhere in 12.3, the implication in 12.3F, Ceased serials, is that the entire designation 
of the last issue should be given (“In describing a serial that has ceased publication, give the 
designation of the first issue or part followed by the designation of the last issue or part.”). 
 

PROPOSED REVISION 

12.3G. Change in numbering 

12.3G1. If the numbering starts a new sequence with a different system, give the designation 
of the first and/or last issues or parts under the old system, followed by the designation of the 
first issue or part under the new system. 

Vol. 1, no. 1 (Nov. 1943)-v. 10, no. 12 (June 1953) ; no. 1 (July 
1974)- 

Vol. 1, no. 1 (Jan. 1995)-v. 4, no. 12 (Dec. 1998) ; Jan. 1999- 

If a new sequence is accompanied by wording to differentiate the sequence, such as new 
series, include this wording. Distinguish such wording from that of a section title that is to be 
placed after a common title (see 12.1B4–12.1B6). 

Vol. 1, no. 1 (June 1986)-v. 8, no. 12 (Dec. 1993) ; new ser., v. 
1, no. 1 (Jan. 1994)- 

If a new sequence with the same system as before is not accompanied by wording such as 
new series, supply [new ser.] or another appropriate term (or its equivalent in the language of 
the title proper). 

No. 1-no. 6 ; [new ser.], no. 1- 

No. 1-no. 6 ; [new ser.], no. 1-[new ser.], no. 3 ; [3rd ser.], 
no. 1- 

[remaining examples and text not transcribed] 
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CLEAN COPY OF REVISED RULE 

12.3G. Change in numbering 

12.3G1. If the numbering starts a new sequence with a different system, give the designation 
of the first and/or last issues or parts under the old system, followed by the designation of the 
first issue or part under the new system. 

Vol. 1, no. 1 (Nov. 1943)-v. 10, no. 12 (June 1953) ; no. 1 (July 
1974)- 

Vol. 1, no. 1 (Jan. 1995)-v. 4, no. 12 (Dec. 1998) ; Jan. 1999- 

If a new sequence is accompanied by wording to differentiate the sequence, such as new 
series, include this wording. Distinguish such wording from that of a section title that is to be 
placed after a common title (see 12.1B4–12.1B6). 

Vol. 1, no. 1 (June 1986)-v. 8, no. 12 (Dec. 1993) ; new ser., v. 
1, no. 1 (Jan. 1994)- 

If a new sequence with the same system as before is not accompanied by wording such as 
new series, supply [new ser.] or another appropriate term (or its equivalent in the language of 
the title proper). 

No. 1-no. 6 ; [new ser.], no. 1- 

No. 1-no. 6 ; [new ser.], no. 1-[new ser.], no. 3 ; [3rd ser.], 
no. 1- 

[remaining examples and text not transcribed] 
 
 


